
 

 

National Self-Determination versus the Global ‘Counter-Terror’ Regime:  
A research and public outreach project 

 
CAMPACC invitation to participate in a 2015 workshop series on self-determination  

2-6pm on Saturdays in the Brunei Gallery, SOAS  
Thornhaugh St WC1H 0XG (Russell Square or Goodge St tube station) 

KURDS: 21st February in Rm B104 
TAMILS: 21st March in Rm B111 
SOMALIS: 18th April in Rm B102 

 
There has been growing conflict between struggles for national self-determination (SD) versus the 
global ‘counter-terror” regime' and its effects on diasporic communities.  'Anti-terror' legislation has 
been used to advance the imperialist agendas of governments and a wider military-industrial-
securitisation complex. Their agenda has attacked political organisations (as well as others such as 
lawyers, investigative journalists, publishers) that are perceived to be linked with SD struggles.  
 
CAMPACC is initiating a research and public outreach project critically examining those issues, 
especially in relation to UK migrant communities.  An initial outcome will be a briefing paper 
drawing upon discussions at workshops that we will organise.  These will involve active engagement 
from various diaspora community groups, researchers, lawyers and academics involved in these 
issues.  The first three workshops will focus on specific migrant communities (Kurds, Tamils and 
Somalis).  
 
The initial stage aims to: 
 (i) Evaluate past experiences, theories and practices of SD of different nationalities and nations 

in the light of their struggles and new challenges.  
 (ii) Analyse the strategic choices that were made by specific struggles for national SD, 

especially their relation to other movements and to imperial powers: who used whom? for 
what agendas? with what outcomes? 

 (iii) Broaden our understandings of SD in the changing context (of globalisation, post-9/11 
events and counter-terror regimes, some far right groups seeking to exploit SD initiatives to 
pursue their own agendas) by learning about and from other struggles beyond our own.   

 (iv) Focus attention on the role of UK, the EU and its member states in the repression, 
criminalisation and general undermining of claims for SD in different countries, especially 
through counter-terror regimes (by contrast with their selective support for national self-
determination, e.g. in Kosovo and Iraqi Kurdistan).  

 (v) Analyse the divide-and-rule strategies adopted, including combinations of 'hard' and 'soft' 
law instruments, to undermine the demands for SD in different parts of the world; and   

 (vi) Analyse the tensions between ‘self-determination’ as a political right and as a legal right.  
 
The workshops and paper will provide the basis for scoping a public outreach project.   
After the initial stage, the project aims to: 

• Develop research-based educational material with historically grounded analysis of 
different struggles for national SD.  

• Engage wider communities here on the role of Britain (as related to the EU, US and 
NATO) in undermining aspirations for national SD. 

• Foster discussions on community opposition to that role and means towards more 
effective strategies. 

        
Contact: Anna Lau <anna.lau.m@gmail.com> +(44) 0774904981      
Self-Determination Project Co-ordination Group Radha D'Souza <dsouza.radha@gmail.com>  
Estella Schmid <estella24@tiscali.co.uk> Les Levidow <Les.Levidow@btinternet.com>  
    

Campaign Against Criminalising Communities (CAMPACC), www.campacc.org.uk                    
in association with SOAS Kurdish Society 


